SOCIAL STUDIES       


NAME _____________________________________
BUSINESS ETIQUETTE 


PER. _________
RESEARCH ESSAY
An American manufacturer is preparing a few of its executives to travel to a country in East, Southeast, or South Asia. The cultural beliefs of the people in these regions affect business customs and etiquette. This company has hired you to research these beliefs so the executives don’t offend anyone and ruin this opportunity to expand into Asia during a business meeting in the country’s capitol city. 
RESEARCH QUESTION: WHAT ARE THE THREE MOST IMPORTANT CULTURAL FEATURES TO REMEMBER WHEN TRAVELLING ON BUSINESS TO A COUNTRY IN ASIA?

STEP 1: Choose a country from the list below:

China

North Korea 

South Korea 

Japan

Taiwan
Thailand 
Vietnam     

Philippines     
Malaysia      
Singapore

Indonesia   
Pakistan

India


Bangladesh
Sri Lanka
STEP 2: Research online to learn more about the country you’ve chosen. The following websites will be of use to you:  CIA World Factbook (cia.gov), National Geographic (nationalgeographic.com), and the online database available through either the Boston Public Library or the Old Colony Library Network (bpl.org or ocln.org). 
· Gather sources which provide information about the three most important cultural features to remember when traveling on business to a country in Asia. Choose your three cultural features from here: appropriate business dress, behavior at meetings, dining etiquette, gift-giving procedures, food, dress, common phrases, currency exchange,  economic facts, customs which affect business relations, holidays, major religions, eating habits, or something else.
· At least 3 sources (At least 1 online database source, 2 others).

· Prepare bibliography cards.

· Prepare note cards. 
· Quote & Paraphrase information from sources onto your note cards. 
· AVOID PLAGIARISM
STEP 3: THESIS STATEMENT 
· Review your notes and draw a conclusion which answers the research question.

· Your thesis must be a single sentence that states your position and provides your three cultural features in their order of importance.
STEP 4: OUTLINE 
· Make a detailed outline that organizes your information into relatively equal parts with logical headings to prove your thesis. A graphic organizer will be provided to you (LBAR-REE-REE-REE-SO).
STEP 5: WRITE YOUR ESSAY

· Write an effective introduction which attracts the reader’s interest. Put your Thesis Statement at the end of the introductory paragraph.

· Following the organization established in your outline, blend information from your notes into body paragraphs.

· Bring your paper to a close with a concluding paragraph.
· Word processed, 12-point Times New Roman, double-spaced.
· All sources documented in proper MLA Bibliographic Format.
· At least 3 In-Text Citations in MLA Format.

· Your essay should be 5 paragraphs in length.

· Refer to the rubric below as a guideline:

	
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	Thesis Statement
(15)


	Creative and insightful.  Categories beyond question.
(15-14)
	Shows understanding of complexity while taking a clear position.

(13-12)
	Clear answer to question.  Depth or complexity may be limited.

(11)
	Unclear.  Does not answer question.

(10-0)

	Organization
(10)
	Well organized.  Topic sentences clearly support thesis 

(10-9)
	Clearly organized.  Topic sentences generally linked to thesis.
(8)
	Some organization of information.  Topic sentences may be facts.
(7)
	Disorganized.  No clear logic to structure.  Ineffective topic sentences.
(6-0)

	Evidence and Content Knowledge
(25)
	Detailed and relevant supporting evidence.  No significant errors.  

(25-23)
	Some relevant supporting evidence.  Thin on specifics.  May contain minor errors.

(22-20)
	Solid general understanding, but primarily generalities. Little specific evidence.  May contain a few errors.
(19-18)
	Weak, vague or partial understanding.  Evidence is limited, lacking, or  confused 

(17-0)

	Analysis
(25)
	Insightful analysis demonstrates breadth and/or depth of understanding.  Persuasive argument.
(25-23)
	Analysis shows solid understanding of question and topic.  Evidence clearly linked to topic sentences.  
(22-20)
	Little analysis.  Essay assumes that facts or opinions will answer the question.
(19-18)
	Analysis is lacking or confused.  Information has no clear purpose.

(17-0)

	Citations and documentation
(10)
	Flawless citations and works cited page.

(10-9)
	Accurate and complete citations and works cited page.
(8)
	Some errors in citations or works cited page.  May have a couple of omissions.
(7)
	Lack of attention to citations and works cited page.  Careless or inaccurate format.
(6-0)

	Conclusion
(15)
	Effectively raises and answers "So what?" question.
(15-14)
	Restates thesis and addresses broader significance.

(13-12)
	Restates thesis.

(11)
	Lacking a conclusion

(10-0)


